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topics, for there are many short texts which cover the same material; rather, it is their
manner of exposition which sets their work apart. The book is well written in a
narrative style which engages the reader and keeps his attention. The authors do not
concentrate on specifics-this is by no means a guide to medical therapeutics, but
instead an introduction to a variety of clinical problems seen in internal medicine.
Basic pathophysiology and clinical presentation, differential diagnosis, and thera-
peutic options areexplained clearly and succinctly, andthe broadoutlines ofimportant
controversies within the medical community are addressed. Supplemental references
are provided at the end ofeach chapter as a guide to further reading. In addition, the
chapters are appropriately illustrated with figures and radiographs, and refreshingly
free from lists and tables.
It has been said that there are two basic approaches to take when attempting to
master a subject as vast as internal medicine: either read a large text once, or a small
book many times. For the latter approach, Medicine would be an excellent choice, a
book which the medical student and house officer can read at different points in their
training and learn from at each reading. It will be a valuable addition to any medical
library.
SETH A. ROSENTHAL
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
NEUROANATOMY AND NEUROPATHOLOGY: A CLINICAL GUIDE FOR NEUROPSY-
CHOLOGISTS. By Ralph M. Reitan and Deborah Wolfson. Tucson, Arizona, Neuro-
psychology Press, 1985. 353 pages. $39.95.
The burgeoning field of clinical neuropsychology attracts practitioners from many
fields, including clinical, experimental, and psychophysiological psychology, and
neurology. This creates a community ofclinicians whose backgrounds differ greatly in
preparing them to practice psychologically based diagnostic and treatment techniques
with neurologically impaired individuals. In addition to a well-grounded education in
psychological principles andpractices, a thorough understandingofneuroanatomyand
neuropathology is required. Several excellent texts in these latter areas already exist,
but they are not entirely appropriate references for neuropsychologists. The need
remains for texts in neuroanatomy and neuropathology which focus on the neuroana-
tomical sources ofbehavior and the functional impact ofdisease.
Reitan and Wolfson, authors of Neuroanatomy and Neuropathology: A Clinical
Guidefor Neuropsychologists, recognize the need for a reference book that is specific
tothe field ofneuropsychology. Indeed, in thepreface, the authors' intention toprovide
such integration is clearly stated. The text comprises four sections that encompass a
wide range of pertinent information. These sections include a review of the history of
neuropsychology as a separate area of practice, neuroanatomy and neuropathology,
diagnostic methods in neurology, and neurological diseases and disorders. To include
such a range ofsubject material, detail is severely limited. This trade-offrestricts the
utility of the text. Despite the authors' attempt to relate the neuroanatomy and
neuropathology of a structure to behavior, their brevity prevents them from offering
much practical information. The discussion ofcortical representation offunctions is so
general that it merely duplicates information available in most undergraduate texts in
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in poor judgment, impaired insight, poor personal hygiene, and vulgar speech. This
poorly characterizes the executive functions of the frontal lobes. Similar treatment is
given to most subjects addressed in this book. Brevity may be forgiven if it occurs
simultaneously with extensive documentation of primary or ancillary sources. The
authors document sources infrequently, however, leaving the interested reader without
direction for further research.
This volume is appropriate for practitioners whose training has not prepared them
sufficiently in neuroanatomy and neuropathology and whose practice demands no
sophistication in these areas. It may also be appropriate for a beginning-level graduate
psychology course which is designed to introduce students to the field of neuropsy-
chology. Practicing neuropsychologists who require extensive information regarding
neuroanatomy and neuropathology, however, would profit most from the pursuit of
such knowledge in the great number ofsources that are available elsewhere.
KIMBERLEE J. SASS
Section ofNeurologicalSurgery
Yale UniversitySchoolofMedicine
PSYCHOPATHOLOGY IN EPILEPSY: SOCIAL DIMENSIONS. Edited by Steven Whitman
and Bruce P. Hermann. New York, Oxford University Press, 1986. 309 pp. $39.95.
Epilepsy has been recognized for over 2,000 years and has always had important
social and religious meanings attached to it. Early observers believed it was a sacred
disease, whereas during the past century some have thought it to be linked to violence
and criminal behavior. These historical examples arejust twoofmany which illustrate
that the social meanings ofepilepsy are important and dramatic. In addition, it is now
nearly universally accepted that there is an elevated rate of psychopathology among
epileptic patients. Is it possible that social factors may account, either directly or
indirectly, for the increased rate of psychopathology seen in epileptics? This is the
question Whitman and Hermann address in Psychopathology in Epilepsy: Social
Dimensions.
Much attention and effort have been devoted to investigating the determinants of
psychopathology in epilepsy. A large majority of this work has focused on possible
neurological and pharmacological determinants, with relatively little research examin-
ing possible social etiologies. What the editors have sought to do is present a
comprehensive, testable model of psychopathology in epilepsy. They analyze and
support their model in light ofthe available data in the literature, which is thoroughly
reviewed. The editors, to their credit, do not discount the roles that biological factors
may play; the model they propose is multietiological, although the testable hypotheses
arising from their model deal mainly with the social dimensions of epilepsy. Such a
model should serve to better define research goals and lead to more productive
experimental strategies aimed atelucidating thesocialdimensionsofepilepsyandtheir
possible roles in psychopathology. Indeed, the book does an admirable job of
organizing, clarifying, and criticizing previous work, and suggests future lines of
investigation which should provide important and useful answers.
The book is divided into four sections, composed of 13 chapters. The first section is
an introduction which includes the proposed multietiological model and an epidemio-
logic review of psychopathology in epilepsy. The second section examines the social
dimensions of epilepsy as high-risk variables for psychopathology. The third section